
Takapuna Croquet Club History. 

The Club started in 1912 as part of the Takapuna Bowling, Croquet and Tennis Club 
in Byron Avenue, Takapuna. By Opening Day on 7th. Dec. there were two tennis 
courts, nine bowling rinks, two croquet lawns and a pavilion. The membership of the 
bowling club was 54 and the tennis and croquet clubs each had 37 members. 

In 1953 the croquet club was transferred to the site it now occupies in the Auburn 
Reserve. The Reserve had been gifted to the Takapuna City Council by a Miss 
McDonnell for the use of the women and children of Takapuna. Eventually the other 
occupiers of the Reserve were the Girl Guides, the Ladies Bowling club, a playcentre 
for pre-schoolers and the croquet club — (made up of only women players in those 
early days). The croquet club land and a portion of the parking area have been leased 
from the North Shore City Council ever since. 

In 1953 the land was very different from the nice flat lawns we have now. According 
to the records to hand, the men from the bowling club kindly built a pavilion, 
provided water and electricity plus a number of shelters for the new club. They then 
set about levelling the area for\  six croquet lawns —( these must have been small lawns 
as we only have room for 4 fuTsized lawns now). 

At some stage men started playing croquet at the club and thanks to them for the 
many hours they, and the early lady players, spent on improving the grounds and 
installing an underground watering system (in 1989). They also kept the lawns under 
control with mowing and maintenance thus laying the foundations for the excellent 
flat lawns we all enjoy today. Membership has fluctuated over the years and at one 
stage there were 120 members 

Over the years the original pavilion was modified with improved toilet and kitchen 
facilities. Plans were drawn up for a new clubhouse however a member spotted a pre-
fabricated building which had been used for an event then abandoned. The club 
bought this building and had it moved to the site. In 1989 it was attached to the 
original clubhouse. 

It was only in 2005 that the original portion of the clubhouse was deemed to be 
beyond repair — it would have to be demolished. Plans were drawn for a new 
extension to the 1989 prefabricated part of the building Incidently when the Ladies 
Bowling Club closed down the year before this the croquet club registered interest in 
taking over the bowling greens and the clubhouse. We would have gained an extra 
lawn and would have saved the expense of demolition and re-building. However the 
North Shore City Council gave the site to PHAB Physically Handicapped and Able-
bodied.) instead. Demolition work at TCC took place the following year and the new 
clubhouse was completed in 2007. 

In 2005 we introduced the game of Golf croquet to boost membership and now have 
about 74 members altogether. About a quarter of these play golf croquet or recently 
introduced ricochet. The club is in good shape and we have several prospective 
members learning the game of either association or golf croquet. 



Observer > 24 June 1905 : 

immommomminm  

BY hiusum, 
THE. members of the Lake TakaNana 

Crotinet- Clef) and other Ifriends 
.were  very hospitably entertained 

on Saturday-fvOing by Mr and Mrs 
E. W. Allison at their -ptetiThowe at 
Lake Takao**  a. Progressive ate* 
was , played in the dia*wing.roain)  
thirteen tables being filled, and, a 
merry party of young -people enjoyed 
the excitement of pit in the ;Unit*. 
root). After a close gains, the euchre 
prizes were won by Miss Kirk andldr .  
Arthur Brett, the latter playing off 
with Mr Alison. Mr and Mrs-,AliOn 
were assisted by their two daughters 
and sonsin entertaining their guests, 
who all spent an exceedingly enjoyable 
evening. 



PAPERS 

-1-Japers Past > Observer > 6 April 1907 > Page 8 > THE Solial Sphere 

Observe., Volume XXVII, is7u- 	, ril  1907, Page 8 

About this newspaper 	View computer-generated 
text 

By MuniELe 
N Thursday last the Takapuna 

Croquet Club entertained the 
memUers ot the two Devon.port 

Croquet (Aubs, when progressive 
croquet was played. The 1irst-ciass 
prize was won by Mrs Harty (Devon Devon- 
port, who received a handsome 
caina fruit dish, and the second 
class by Mrs Corrie (Takapuna) — a 
picture. A dainty atternoort tea 
was dispensed, the table being effect- 
ively decorated with cactus dahlias 
and maiden-hair terns. An enjoy 
able afternoon, was spent. 
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The ladies of the recently formed 
Lake Takapuna Croquet, Club spent a 
mo8t enjoyable afternoon on Saturday, 
when progressive croquet was played 
for a prize presented by Mrs A. M. 
Ferguson. The winner was Mrs 
Masfen, who was heartily congratu-
tilted on her good fortune. 
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I CROQUET. (New Zealand Herald, 1914 

CROOVEL 
TAKAPUNA CLUB. 

The Toltais) Croquet CIO apnea the 
11.44110 OD 	in the prostate ot about 

titers, 	wore limited to play and L. 1117
LI 

we 

)QUET CLUB. (New Zealand Herald, 1926-1C 

('ROQIIET CLUB. 

Under ideal weather conchtions the 

Takapuna Croquet Club opened its lawns 
for play on -Thursday: The president, 
Mrs. ilay,len. in welcoming the visitors 
mentioned that the chill hail now ob-
tained the freehold of it property and 
was looking forward to a successful 
eason. 	Hayden, .pre:,ident of the 

Bowling Mb, and also a member of the 
Croquet , Club, pli-yed the .first ball, and 

;zanies were held, the 
winners being : A. Airs. fkthwaite. Nor! h-
cote. B. 	rs. Petr,rs. Takapuna. After- 
noon tea was served in the *srleial.hail 

thr. Rowiing and Croquet Club's new 
p m avili, The tables were prettily ar-
ranged with Iceland poppies, in the club's 
eoltiurs, orange and white. A very sue 
rcssful and. enjoyable afternoon was 
lirniight• to a dose by -the prentation 
of the prizes won in the progressive games. 

Takapuna Croquet Club 
In 1908 when a block of land in Shakespeare Road, (now Byron 
Avenue) was to be sub-divided, Mr Neville Newcomb, a land agent of 
Takapuna suggested that an area should be purchased for recreational 
activities. in October 1912, for the sum of £600 land was purchased 
from Mrs Blanch Shakespeare. By December of the same year a 
pavilion, two croquet lawns, two tennis courts and nine bowling greens 
had been laid out. Opening Day was 7th  December 1912 and the 
Croquet Club had 37 members. Incorporation came in 1927 when the 
Secretary was a Miss E.Davies and the Treasurer, Mrs J.K. Hayden. 
At this time, the Croquet Club was part of the Takapuna Bowling Club 
in Byron Avenue, though to give it it's correct name, the Takapuna 
Bowling, Croquet and Tennis Club. 

In 1952 the croquet club made arrangements with the Takapuna 
Council to relocate to the present site in Auburn Street. A Miss 
McDonnell on the understanding that it be used for "women's activities" 
had ceded land to the council. This enabled the bowlers to enlarge 
their lawn space and accordingly they were very helpful in constructing 
four standard lawns and a clubhouse. The lawns were slowly 
upgraded by what was predominately a Ladies Club. 

In 1989 membership was well in excess of 100 and the original 
clubhouse was too small. An "almost new" building became available 
and it was thought that this would solve the problem — however the 
building presented it's own problems when it slipped off its temporary 
foundation. It was eventually put in place adjoining the old clubhouse. 
An automatic, inground watering system was installed. This was a 
great step forward as prior to this, the watering was both primitive and 
highly labour intensive. Such a system, plus continual work by its  
members, saw the lawns improve from what at times was a cross 
between a cabbage patch and a dust bowl, to lawns that are the envy 
of many other croquet clubs. More importantly to lawns that can now be 
played on all year round. 

Takapuna has consistently had the highest membership of clubs in the 
ACA. In 1999 we have both a well equipped clubhouse and four well 
surfaced, full sized lawns. Members continue to work to upgrade 
existing facilities and extending our number one lawn, which at the 
moment is slightly smaller than the required official size. Garden areas 
are being improved and levelled and existing shelters replaced. The 
club enters the year 2000 with enthusiasm for the continuation of 
croquet. 
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